
 

 

  
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Candice Savin, Thomas Scarice, Karen DeFelice-During 
 
Copy: Jessica Richman Smith, Eric Fisher 
 
From: Attorney Laura Anastasio, on behalf of Charlene M. Russell-Tucker, Acting 

Commissioner of Education 
 
Date:  May 17, 2021 
 
Re:    Westport Education Association Notice of Negotiations 
 
 
Department of Education records indicate that you will be negotiating a collective bargaining 
contract during the upcoming school year.  Procedures for the conduct of negotiations and, if 
necessary, impasse resolution are found in Connecticut General Statutes §10-153a et seq.  This 
Memorandum is designed to provide the parties with information necessary to comply with 
statutory requirements.  This is the only notice you will receive regarding the following 
timelines: 
 

Reported Budget Submission Date: February 15, 2022 
 

Commence Date: July 20, 2021 
Mediation Date: September 8, 2021 
Arbitration Date: October 3, 2021 

 
MEDIATION 

On or before your mediation date, you must report the name of a mutually selected mediator.  In 
order to expedite the scheduling process, parties should contact the designated mediator directly 
to determine his or her availability.  If I am not informed by the above date of the mediator 
selected or of the fact that the parties reached a settlement, the Commissioner will designate a 
mediator in accordance with her statutory authority.  The names of State Department of 
Education mediators are posted on the Internet at https://portal.ct.gov/sde (under the heading 
“Departments,” select “Legal and Governmental Affairs”).  Mediator per diem fee schedules and 
cancellation policies are on file with the Division of Legal and Governmental Affairs.  They are 
available upon request.  

 
ARBITRATION 

The arbitration process will be instituted unless my office is informed that the parties have 
reached a contractual agreement.  On or before the arbitration date, each party must report the 
name of their respective party arbitrator, or their mutual decision to designate a single arbitrator.  
If either party fails to select their respective party arbitrator, or if neither party selects a party 
arbitrator; then the Commissioner will designate an arbitrator in accordance with her statutory 
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authority.  Within five days of the above arbitration date, the parties shall inform my office of the 
name of the mutually selected impartial arbitrator.  If I am not informed of the impartial 
arbitrator selected or of the fact that the parties reached a settlement, the Commissioner will 
designate an impartial arbitrator in accordance with her statutory authority.  The law requires the 
initial arbitration hearing to be held between the fifth and twelfth day, inclusive, following the 
selection of the impartial arbitrator. 
 
The names of the State Department of Education arbitrators are posted on the Internet at 
https://portal.ct.gov/sde (under the heading “Departments,” select “Legal and Governmental 
Affairs”).  Arbitrator per diem fee schedules and cancellation policies are on file with the 
Division of Legal and Governmental Affairs.  They are available upon request. 
 

NOTIFICATION TO PARTIES 
Connecticut General Statutes § 10-153f(c)(2) requires the Commissioner to send a notice of the 
initial arbitration hearing date to the board of education and the representative organizations 
which are parties to the dispute and, if a three-member arbitration panel is selected or designated, 
to the other members of the panel.  In addition, the statute requires the Commissioner to send a 
copy of the notice by registered mail, return receipt requested, to the fiscal authority having 
budgetary responsibility or charged with making appropriations for the school district.  Our 
office will send the remaining parties all notices via email. 
 

CONTACT 
The parties must meet the above-noted statutory requirements.  Please direct all inquiries and 
communications to Attorney Laura Anastasio, Division of Legal and Governmental Affairs, at 
laura.anastasio@ct.gov. 
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